
At the age of seven, my parents enrolled me in Irish dance classes, a decision that has

shaped my life. Unlike the controlled movements of ballet, my previous endeavor, Irish dance

perfectly matched my energetic and spirited personality. The quick leaps, high-energy steps, and

discipline captivated me and gave me an outlet for my boundless energy. I quickly fell in love

with Irish dance and started taking three to five classes a week. In those classes, I learned

intricate dance steps but also sheer resilience, perseverance, and the power of hard work. What

my parents thought would be a unique cultural hobby sparked an artistic passion that I will have

for life. Not too long after I started classes I began to compete in both local and regional

competitions, facing many ups and downs. Each experience, whether a success or a setback,

taught me valuable lessons in coping with failure and striving for excellence. Most importantly,

within my failures, I found that my passion doesn't lie in a win but for the sheer love and joy of

the discipline itself.

The focus and determination gained through hours of practice have impacted other areas

of my life, particularly my education. The discipline I developed in dance translated directly into

my academics, allowing me to tackle my school studies with the same dedication. This strong

work ethic has been the root of my success in school, helping me achieve high academic

standards and relentlessly pursuing my educational goals. As I look forward to my college

education at Texas State University, the financial burden of tuition is a significant challenge. As a

Canadian citizen residing in Texas, I am ineligible for the majority of scholarships available to

American students. This grant would be a tremendous aid, enabling me to pursue my dreams of

higher education without the added stress of financial constraints. The grant money would be

utilized to help cover my tuition fees, allowing me to focus on my studies without the worry of

accumulating debt.

Receiving this grant would not only alleviate the financial burden of college tuition but

also allow me to continue nurturing the discipline and focus that Irish dance has instilled in me.

With this support, I am confident in my ability to excel both academically and artistically,

making meaningful contributions to my field and community. My passion for Irish dance has

shaped me into the dedicated and disciplined individual I am today. The lessons learned through

dance have been instrumental in my academic success and personal development.


